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Exporters smell cash in Joha rice 
Bikash Singh GUWAHATI 



EXPORTERS are now eyeing indigenous rice varieties of Assam. Joha rice produced in Assam will soon hit the European markets. About 15 tonnes of the Joha variety will be exported to the Europe next week. 


Local farmers are exploring the commercial viability of two indigenous rice variety — the scented “Joha” rice and the soft “Kumol” rice. The state government is encouraging farmers in the three rice roducing districts — Darrang, Sontipur and North Lakhimpur to take the cultivation of organic Joha rice in a large scale. 


Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (Apeda) Regional manager Bidyut Kumar Baruah told ET that Sunstar Overseas is milling 40 tonnes paddy for exporting to Europe. After milling, nearly 15 tonnes rice will be available for export. The exporter will transport the rice to Haryana from there they will sent it to European market, he said. 


Mr Baruah added that exporters are considering the option of engaging the farmers here in contract farming. According to him: “The biggest advantage of crop grown here is that it is of organic variety.” 


He said Apeda is also trying to export soft rice to the foreign countries branded as “magic rice”. “Our Joha rice has a good demand across the globe owing to its special aroma and therefore foreign buyers have come forward. The new move will encourage the farmers to cultivate joha,” he added. 


Joha rice which is short and round in shape has two varieties, while Soft rice is bit elongated in size. Currently, the soft rice is cultivated to be consumed during the festival seasons while the Joha rice is exhausted by the domestic consumption within the Assam itself. 

