INDO-ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES

	EXHIBITION/SYMPOSIUM/SEMINAR REPORT

	Title of Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar: Zambia Ministerial Business Delegation.

	Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar Period: 16th September 2008.

	Details:

The Chamber had organized an interactive Meeting with the Ministerial Delegation from Zambia led by H.E. Felix C. Mutati – Minister of Commerce, Trade and Industry along with 10 high power government officials at Cricket Club of India on 16th September 2008 jointly with Hon. Consul General Zambia. Firstly they went to Shanghai, then Dubai and then they visited India from15th to 17th September 2008.

The Programme started at 8.00 p.m, welcome address was given by Mr. Surendra Parikh, Hon. Consul Zambia who is dedicated for the cause of Indo- Zambian Trade promotion, besides this he is an Industrialist having expertise in sugar industries. Then the address was given about the Chamber & its contribution to the African world by Mr. Y.P. Trivedi who is the member of parliament Rajyasabha , Chairman Indo- African Chamber of Commerce & Industries, Director Reliance Industries, wherein he emphasize that  Zambia is a multi-party democracy and provides a market oriented, private sector led, economic environment in a strife free, multicultural society. The country’s central location in the region as well as a combination of the following key strengths makes it as unique place to invest :

Abundant Natural Resources

Political Stability

Thriving Private Sector

Investment Guarantees and security

Duty Free Access to COMESA countries

Progressive Banking and Financial Markets

Double Taxation Agreement

Good Quality Lifestyle

A number of Indian ventures have taken root in Zambia in the fields of agriculture, small industries, banking, tourism, mining and oil refining. These are a vibrant testimony to the success of South-South co-operation and to the shared commitments to development of bilateral relations for the benefit of the people of both countries.
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INDO-ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES

	EXHIBITION/SYMPOSIUM/SEMINAR REPORT

	Title of Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar: Zambia Ministerial Business Delegation.

	Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar Period: 16th September 2008.

	Details:

Presentation on investment & opportunities in Zambia was given by Mr. Andrew Chipwende, C.E.O ZDA, Zambia Development Agency.

There were two MOU’s signed , firstly the MOU was signed between Indo- African Chamber of Commerce & Industries and Zambia development Agency to promote, foster & develop the business ties between India & Zambia. 

Secondly the MOU was signed between MCX multi commodity exchange and Zambia development Agency wherein they agreed to set up a commodity exchange in Zambia with the help of government of Zambia.

 H.E. Felix Mutati Hon’ble Minister of Commerce, Trade and Industry, addressed that India and Zambia work for strengthening ties between our two nations in agricultural research, commercial farming, and agro based industries, distance learning, telecommunication and the power sector. The Government and the people of India attach great value and importance to our relations with Zambia. It is our endeavor to further strengthen these age-old, time-tested bonds of friendship that exist between our two nations.

For Indian businessmen, Africa is still an unexplored market. As said earlier, India’s share in Africa’s trade is still very small. Our export in several important categories is till minuscule in comparison to total import of African countries. For example, India’s pharmaceutical export to Africa, barring few African countries, still is less than one percent of their total imports. Indian industrial and agriculture sector, with proper focus, can tremendously enhance export to Africa. 

The Chamber is highly indebted to the Government of Zambia, the Zambian Investment Centre, H.E. The Ambassador of Zambia, Mr. Walubita and Mr. Ashok Kumar recently posted Indian Embassy to Zambia, Mr. Surendra Parikh the Hon. Consul Zambia for their valued contribution, co-operation, support and assistance and guidance for promoting Indo-Zambia business relationship. 
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