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	EXHIBITION/SYMPOSIUM/SEMINAR REPORT

	Title of Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar :  :-  Benin Delegation



	Exhibition/Symposium/Seminar Period: 6th March, 2009, Cricket Club of India, Churchgate.


	Details: 

The Indo – African Chamber had organized a High Powered Delegation led by H. E. Dr. Boni Yayi. The President of Republic of Benin in Mumbai on 6th March.

The Delegation was comprises of  four cabinet Ministers 

1. H. E. Mr. Pascal Irenee Koupaki - Senior Minister for Planning, Development & Evaluation of Public Action 2. H. E. Mr. Mr. Jean – Marie Ehouzou Minister of Foreign Affairs, African Integartion, Francophone & Business Abroad. 3. H. E. Mr. Roger Dovonon – Minister of Agriculture 4. H. E. Mr. Desire G. Adadja – Minister of Information & Communication Technoloy along with H. E. Mr. Jean – Claude Apithy Ambassador of Benin to India & China & also Our Ambassador to Benin Mr. Mahesh Sachedev was present along with Head of Department of Communication, Energy, Employers Federation, Foreign Affairs, Economy & Finance Sector Chamber of Commerce  President .

The delegation was well received by President & Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), Mr. Y. P. Trivedi, Mr. Suresh Kotak, CMD of Kotak Mahindra & Vice President of the Chamber, Mrs. Sunanda Rajendran Secretary General of IACCI along with the four Members of the Executive Committee. 

The welcome address was given by the Chambers President Mr. Y. P. Trivedi in his address he said that the economic dynamism of the African economies in the new millennium, powered by a surging global demand for vital industrial inputs, has caused a fundamental shift in world trade and investment flows.

Africa is the preferred destination of most developed and emerging nation. Significantly India is at the forefront of this march, inspired by unprecedented interests in India-Africa diplomatic and economic relations.
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	The various Programme launched by the Government of India through Apex chambers, Focus Africa, Indo-Africa Summit, Africa Day and many more well supported by our Chamber pioneering efforts to bring Indian and African businesses on a common platform through various conclave summit, workshop and seminar and other knowledge sharing initiatives have helped the two regions to enter into key strategic and economic partnership.

He also added that the Indo-African Chamber of Commerce and Industry has the main object to provide a dynamic institutional link for the promotion of commercial and economic relations between India and the African countries. The chamber endeavors to be an active forum for Indian businessmen who have close contacts with the African continent and facilitates development of contacts for new business to furnish.

The Chamber constantly strives to identify new areas of mutual co-operation and ensure smooth two way flow of trade, investments, joint ventures and technology collaborations

He further said that Mumbai is the commercial capital of the country & we are proud to say that our Maharashtra state has always been in the forefront in industries & most preferred Investment destination. About more than 1200 Companies are functioning & Rs. 5,000 crore Investments in IT Industry which is generating 1 lakh employment. The state is contributing 12.5 % in the country’s total Industrial Investment.

Mr. Y. P. Trivedi there after felicitated the Honourable President with the Official Trophy of the Chamber & Momento.

Mrs. Sunanda Rajendran Master of Ceremony & Secretary General narrated the bio profile of Dr. Boni Yayi.

H. E. Pascal Irenee Koupaki Senior Minister for planning, Development & Evolution of public Action – Benin gave a virtual presentation of the Development, Infrastructure & Planning he provided valuable information to the invitees invited by the chamber from different sectors of Industries.
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	He also emphasized on the point that the present requirement of Republic of Benin is in IT / Banking / Education / Power / Petrochemical & Renewable Energy. The said presentation was followed by Question Answer session.

The strong audiences of 175 invitee’s member of the chamber representing different sectors were very much engrossed in the presentation & was very keen to hear about the Business Opportunities in Republic of Benin. & Presentation was given in French language they had been provided the English translator devices.

During the interaction following response was given. The Vice Chairman of Petroleum India Ltd. Mr. Arjun Hira has expressed the desire to enter into Joint Venture in the Petroleum Sector

The C E O of Karrox Technology Ltd. who have excellent presence in Nigeria in IT Education to School, Colleges & Universities has been invited by H. E. Desire G. Adadja to Benin on 23rd March to discuss the modes Operation further. 

The Patel Engineering Group engaged Renewal Energy & Construction activities had Discussion with Mr. Godefroy Chekete.

Mr. Bipin Dodhia C M D of Dodhia Techno Pvt. Ltd. had excellent interaction with H. E. Roger Dovonon the Minister of Foreign Affairs for providing certain food processing plant

Kumar Motors Pune – Mr. Rajiv Nair – Manufacturers & Exporters of 3 wheelers 

( Automobile, Rickshaw, Small & Medium Pick ups ) design to make heavy presence in Uganda, Nigeria & South Africa has been invited by the president himself. All these parties had handed over the CD’s catalogue to them & exchanged their cards.
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	An MOU was signed between two chamber Mr. Soufiano Ataou, the president of the Benin Chamber of Commerce & Industries & Mr. Y. P. Trivedi the President of The Indo – African Chamber of Commerce & Industries. Mr. Ataou Addressed the invitees & the Delegation & shared his experiences with them.& stated that Benin Chamber jointly with Indo – African Chamber will act as a felicitator to outsource Joint Venture Opportunities between the two nation & work closely which in turn will promote the Indo – Benin business relationship

It was indeed a fruitful visit – Dr. Boni Yayi in his speech, had expressed sincere thanks & appreciation to the Chamber, its President, its Secretarial & the 175 high profile audience. He was thrilled to see the enthusiastic response for Benin. He added that next month India will have an Embassy of Benin at Delhi. He also said that the punch line of the Chamber is Make Africa your Partner but you all make now Benin your Partner.

He further added that he never knew Mumbai being the commercial capital of India the busiest city, still the head / the decision makers from various Companies have come to attend the presidential meeting, he was overwhelmed.

There after the vote of thanks given by Mrs. Sunanda Rajendran Secretary General where in she emphasized. Being an apex Chamber have very big responsibility on our shoulder to increase the bilateral trade between India & Benin in many fold. Now since we have signed the MOU with the Benin Chamber have to play very pivotal role in up bringing the Economy of Benin & also to encourage, motivate the business community so that they can visit Benin frequently. 

She expressed her sincere thanks to Joint Secretary MEA West Africa, Govt. of India, the Ambassador Mr. Apithy & Mr. Mahesh Sachedeva, the Media, the State Government Officials, the General Manager Exim Bank, SBI, Bank of Baroda, Officials from ECGC, SGS for their valued Co -  Operation & Support making this even a great success.  
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