	COMESA

BUSINESS FORUM
27-29 August 2010             

Organised jointly by COMESA Business Council and Federation of Swaziland Employers and Chamber of Commerce 
 Theme “ Science and Technology: Key to Sustainable Business Development”

DRAFT PROGRAMME(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)


	Thursday 26th August,2010
	Arrival and Registration
Ibility   

	Friday, 27th   August  2010

DAY I- OPENING CEREMONY

	08.00 – 08.30

08.30 – 08.45  
09.00 – 10.00
	Registration 
Guests take their seats

Opening Remarks by Mr. Ambrose Dlamini, FSE&CC President

Statement to the Business Community- Mr. Said Omar Moussa, COMESA Business Council Chairman

Statement by Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya;  COMESA Secretary General

Statement by Senator Jabulile Mashwama Minister of Trade, Industry & Commerce,  Kingdom of Swaziland

Speech by His Majesty the King of the Kingdom of Swaziland H.M King Mswati III, and official opening 


	Tea / Coffee Break(photo session and interviews with the press)



	PLENNARY SESSION 1: Business and Trade Policy Development

Session Chairman – to be identified 



	Plenary Session

10.30 – 10.45

10.45 – 11.45

	Overview presentation on Climate change and its impact on development – How Science and technology can support  Mitigation and Adaptation processes 

Trade Opportunities and Challenges for Regional Integration in Africa; Encouraging new technologies for sustainable business growth.

i. Building productive capacities and technological capabilities for global Competitiveness:-  focusing on: 

a. The role of the Private Sector in addressing competitiveness issues at macro, meso and micro levels

b. Integrating SME special focus to women led enterprises into regional and global value chains
ii. Overcoming Barriers to Trade and Investment through Technology and Innovation –  focusing on:
a. opportunities and threats emanating from policies and legislation in the African continent 
b. Addressing Reassert and Development for innovation 

iii. Developing Services for Trade and Trade in Services;  focusing on:
a. How to exploit trade liberalization using Science and technology;  Intellectual Property Rights
b. Applying S&T to support the Tourism Industry 
iv. Addressing Infrastructure Development issues – focusing on
a.  Infrastructure Corridor Initiatives 
b. Harmonization of the Transit Management System - Regional Customs Transit Guarantee System (RCTG)
c. Investment in a Regional Power Strategy –
	

	11.45 – 12.30
	Question and Answer session 


	 

	12.30 – 14.00    LUNCH BREAK -  Lunch with the Head of State & Selected Ministers of Trade and Industry

Key Note - Lunch Time Presentation on Science, Technology and Innovation Policies – Prof-Colestous Juma 

	14.00HRS-1600HRS                                           BREAK OUT SESSIONS 1

	Session I.


	Trade Facilitation- Infrastructure Development– 
1. Application of S&T in infrastructure to reduce the cost of doing business?
2. Public Private Partnerships for infrastructure development; A look at the Free Investment Zones Approach –Case Study:- GAFI Egypt 
3. Connecting Africa through Fibre-optics;  the IT solution to business communication

	

	Session II
	Trade Development – Investment & Finance 
1. An outlook on the Capital Markets in the region in financing businesses: Venture Capitalists, stock markets, fund managements and other investment funds .

2. Financing Industrial Development Strategies for SME’s through Regional Initiatives – focus on existing finance initiatives for integrating SMEs in regional and global value chains.  
3. How Technology trade services are supporting Trade especially - SMEs.
· SAFARICOM; THE M-PESSA Experience
· ECOBANK ZAMBIA Experience

	 

	 COFFEE BREAK

	1630-1730
	Reporting back on plenary sessions

	

	1900
	Cocktail Reception and end of day one 


	DAY II- 28TH August 2010

PLENNARY  SESSION II:   Science, Technology and Innovation for Development –
Session Chairman – to be identified 



	Plenary Session 2a
0830 – 10.00

	Key presentation: 
Either - How can Africa apply in Science and Technology for advancing sustainable development – or Can Africa Leapfrog into the Information Age; through Adaptation or invention?  Focusing on;
i. How can Africa apply Intellectual Property Rights to achieve sustainable development?- focusing on: 
a. Overview on IPR (pros &cones)

b. Making IPR work for the pharmaceutical industry in Africa- looking at Intellectual property reforms – New models of intellectual property protection that stimulate creativity as well as technology and healthcare product diffusion- 

ii. Exploiting Regional Integration through information technology –getting first hand information on data, trade flows, business performances and potential investment arenas.

a. The paradigm shift- When domestic markets become too small for competitive businesses; Moving from a national to a regional platform
	

	10.00 – 10.30                                                                  Coffee Break



	Plenary Session 2b

10.30 – 11.45

	Key presentations: 

The impact of Climate Change on Industrial Development in Africa. Applying Green Technologies for sustainable development –

The response of businesses and business solutions to the impact of climate change through science and technology;

i. When challenges become opportunities; Exploring business approaches through science and technology to control the impact of  Climate Change;

ii. Ensuring food Security through Agri –business and productivity

iii. When did Solar energy becomes the next best business boom? New technology in climate conservation systems turns out to be a profitable business venture.

iv. Role of Private Sector in responding to climate change – making Corporate Social Responsibility work for development 
	

	11.45-12.30
	Question and Answer Session.


	

	12.30 – 14.00                                         Lunch Break

	Break Out Session 



	1400- 15.00 
Session III
	Discussion topics and discussants to be provided by the Climate Change  Unit 
	 

	Session VII
	Making Science and technology work for the poor 

i. Applying science and technology in the agriculture and industrial sectors focusing on :

a. Agricultural Innovation Systems in Africa

ii. Modernizing Business through ICT- creating a knowledge based society and building information and business intelligence for business development; focusing on

a. Accessing Regional and International markets through ICT – E-Commerce; how do SMEs cope?

iii. Developing the SMME sector; Going Techno- a handy investment for Small Micro Medium Enterprises.

Question and Answer Session
	

	1500-1515                                              Coffee Break

	1515-1600
16.00 – 17.00 
	Reporting from the break out sessions

Ministerial Dialogue with Private Sector - ????
	

	17.00-18.00
	Drafting of final recommendations- rapporteurs. 
	

	18.00 – 19.00

	Consideration of Draft Declaration and Adoption

	Chairman of CBC



	18.30 – 19.00


	Official Closing Statement.
	Chairman of CBC

SECRETARY GENERAL,COMESA

	Sunday, 29TH AUGUST 2010

CBC General Assembly 

DELEGATES TO CONDUCT BUSINESS TO BUSINESS MEETINGS AND VISIT THE TRADE FAIR.

Flight back to home countries.


