PREFACE – Mrs. SUNANDA RAJENDRAN

Dear Excellencies, Dignitaries on the Dias & friends it gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on behalf of the Chamber for the Historic Africa Day 2010. All of you must have seen the video film showing the significant contribution made by the Chamber for the Indo-African Trade Promotion and achieved great successes in number of areas. 

We provide & create a platform for those who want to do business with Indo-African continent. We are creating not only awareness but motivating & encouraging SSI, MSME, Traders, Farmers, Technology Transfer, J/V. to have more & more PPP (Public Private Partnership). We are show casing the Indian capabilities in various projects and the depth of the Indian in different sectors. We are acting as a facilitator a catalyst focused & individualized business discussions amongst the visiting Delegates who are decision makers in the sectors.

We present a synergy & strategy for facilitating a quantum jump in Indian / African participation in the project. As a Diplomat of your country – you have to play a very important role. We want you to visit Mumbai more often & other province of our state & neighboring state in down stream of our country; frequently so that more & more people in the interiors can be roped in for Indo-African Business Promotion. African countries does not need any more monopoly of few MNC’s like of Tata, Godrej, Kirloskar & Mahindra’s. Only one conclave / summit in Delhi is not sufficient enough to achieve the target which is set aside & we as the Indo-African Chamber of Commerce & Industries are capable & would willing to be your partner thru out for this noble cause.

Last year Africa Day 2009 till date we have send: -

	
	Year

	115
	May / June 2009

	89
	June / July 2009

	127
	July / August 2009

	132
	August / September 2009

	69
	September / October 2009

	52
	October / November 2009

	38
	November / December 2009

	82
	January 2010

	103
	February 2010

	93
	February / March 2010

	108
	April 2010

	1008
	


Out of which the targeted sectors were: - 

· Agriculture / Food processing: - Jain Irrigation, Desai Brothers, Excel Corporation, Sopariwala Exports, Hind Exports.

· Lithotech, Nicrom, Dodhia Techno, Atlas Machines, Spheretech, Paltech, etc etc.

· Constructions: - Patel Engineering, Walecha Group, Jaypee Group, Vedanta Group, Sterling & Wilson to name a few.

· Minerals: - Varun Industries, Universal Construction.

· Water Sanitation: - Deccan Water treatment, Ion Exchange, Neel Water treatment, Aqua Entech India.
· Power & Energy: - PME Transformer, Indo-Asian, Artheon Group, Ray Chem, etc.

· Pharma: - Ranbaxy, Cipla, Lupin, Rajat Pharma, Sun Pharma, Dr. Reddy & many more.

· Information Technology: - Idhasoft, Secure Matrix, NIIT, Crystal Solution, Karrox, 3DI, Microsoft.

· Oil & Gas: - ONGC, PII, Saga Global, Reliance Petroleum, Sah Petroleum Ltd.

Today we are giving you presentations on some of the selected sectors from this part of the country specially for those who are keen to promote business with Africa.

Our programme is splited in 3 sessions: -

Session 1: - Where we are going to have presentation from Indian Industries who are desirous to promote Africa.

Session 2: - In the Afternoon After lunch starts at 3.00 p.m. wherein we are going to talk about Africa Day, Presentation from the Ministers, we are going to sign 3 Historical MOU’s with Ethiopian Chamber & Malawi Chamber & Zambia Investment Trade Center. Moreover there is a Special presentation from the Agriculture Department, Govt. of Maharashtra because Hon’ble Minister Mr. Jayant Rao Patil has been invited on behalf of Government of Maharashtra since last 4 year regularly to deliver a talk about the Farmers Technology Transfer & also to training to the African Farmers about producing High Yield Crop. The various African Government has come forward & interacted with the Hon’ble Minister & expressed their willingness to offer their respective lands to the farmers of Maharashtra / co-operative movement by entering into Public Private Partnership. As we are all aware that our state is an Agro based state & have track record of excellent produce & we feel there is high potential for us as only an average 3.0% of cultivable land in Africa is used now which is not sufficient to feed the entire population of Africa. Indian investor are buying land in Africa for agricultural purpose the sharing of the total produce is in the ratio of 70:30 where 70% should be reserved for Export & industry & 30% for Domestic & our Transfer of Technology & expertise will help Africa to deal with problem of food crisis. & thereafter the felicitation of all the VVIP’s sitting here to salute the valued contribution put in by them for promoting Indo-Africa cause.

In the evening 7.30 p.m. we have reception followed by cocktail dinner wherein we have invited the Egyptian Tanura Dancer courtesy Egyptian Tourism.

Next day at 10.00 we have organized exclusive B2B meeting for all of you wherein about 165 companies dealing in different sector interested in doing business with Africa so that in next Africa Day 2011 we can register atleast 50 good MOU’s for joint co-operation. 

Finally once again welcome you all & hope that you will definitely get excellent lead to promote your business from this Historic event, we have galaxy of African Diplomats who are eager to take the Indian Industry to their continent for mutual benefit.
