SPEECH – Mr. Y. P. TRIVEDI

AFRICA DAY 2010

My dear Friends & Colleagues,
I on behalf of the chamber & on my personal behalf welcome you all at this august gathering of Africa Day Celebration. As you are aware India has always considered Africa as its sister continent. For us the people of India, Africa is the land of awakening of the father of our nation, Mahatma Gandhi. Both India & African Countries have enjoyed Close, Co-Operate & Multi-Sectoral partnership. The traditional linkages between India & Africa are rooted in the similarity of our colonial heritage & struggle against imperialism. African continent is blessed with enormous natural resources & needs to be further industrialized without being exploited & without depleting itself of the resources wealth completely to the extent that offspring of the present generation is deprived of their rightful share of the resources in future. 

Africa’s place in the global community is defined by the fact that the continent is an indispensable resources base that has served all humanity for so many centuries.

Africa is a continent of diversity & contrast. This is true of its land, climate, people, wildlife, natural resources & investment opportunities. The continent of Africa comprises of 1/5th of the total landmass of planet Earth. It is the                 2nd largest continent divided into 53 different countries. It has world’s largest reserves of a number of strategic Minerals & abundance of Agriculture crops.
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Africa has a very important role to play with regards to the critical issue of protecting the environment. It must contain a strategy for nurturing these natural resources & using them for the development of the entire continent while, at the same time preserving them for all humanity.

We, at the chamber put in the best of our efforts to promote the Indo-African Bilateral Trade Commerce & Economic Relationship since last 1½ decades.

This is evident from the galaxy of events the chamber has to its credit held in India or any part of the African region. A milestone further in its success is the “Historic Africa Day” celebration in Mumbai since last 6 yrs in a row. You will completely agree with me that the task of steer by the chamber through there uncertain time has indeed been very challenging yet, it has been our utmost Endeavour to brace up to the situation & try to achieve a new milestone during this year by organizing this Mega Event in city of Mumbai & the credit goes to all of you.
While welcoming the initiative of our Government of India for organizing the various summit in Delhi. We want to pass on an important message to all of you that look whatever policies you all framed in Delhi, the immediate initiative of implementation will start from Mumbai only.

So please don’t ignore us & do encourage the various delegates to visit this part of the country as well, we as the chamber are waiting ahead with open arms to welcome all our brothers & sisters from Africa to assist & guide for this noble cause.
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We are proud to say that our Maharashtra state has always been in the forefront in Industries & Mumbai being the Commercial Capital of India is most preferred Investment destination. Our state has the maximum Special Economic Zone 141 in numbers which is generating 64 lakh employments. We have 405 IT parks setup, out of which 36 are public & 369 are Private Sectors. About more than 1200 companies are functioning Rs. 5,000 crore Investment in IT Industry which is generating 1 Lakh employment. We are contributing 12.5% in the country’s total Industrial Investment. So please reap the benefit of the available support for the mutual growth.  

I am also proud of our Dynamic Secretary General – Mrs. Sunanda Rajendran who has been acting as a livewire to foaster & promote the Indo-Africa relationship on behalf on our chamber.

I extend my best wishes to the chamber for scaling greater heights of glory in the years to come & Once again welcome you all!!!

