SYNOPSIS OF SPEECH TO BE DELIVERED ABOUT AFRICA DAY

All the Excellencies Ambassador, Consulate General Respected dignitaries on the Dias & off the Dias Ladies & Gentleman. 

A very warm welcome to all of you once again.
I would like to share with you the important information about Africa Day  

The advent of the African Union (AU) can be described as an event of great magnitude in the institutional evolution of the continent.

The Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity issued a Declaration (the Sirte Declaration) calling for the establishment of an African Union, with a view, inter alia, to accelerating the process of integration in the continent to enable it play its rightful role in the global economy while addressing multifaceted social, economic and political problems compounded as they are by certain negative aspects of globalization.

The main objectives of the OAU were, inter alia, to rid the continent of the remaining vestiges of colonization and apartheid; to promote unity and solidarity among African States; to coordinate and intensify cooperation for development; to safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Member States and to promote international cooperation within the framework of the United Nations.

Indeed, as a continental organization the OAU provided an effective forum that enabled all Member States to adopt coordinated positions on matters of common concern to the continent in international fora and defend the interests of Africa effectively.
Through the OAU Coordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa, the Continent worked and spoke as one with undivided determination in forging an international consensus in support of the liberation struggle and the fight against apartheid.


· The AU is Africa's premier institution and principal organization for the promotion of accelerated socio-economic integration of the continent, which will lead to greater unity and solidarity between African countries and peoples.

· The AU is based on the common vision of a united and strong Africa and on the need to build a partnership between governments and all segments of civil society, in particular women, youth and the private sector, in order to strengthen solidarity and cohesion amongst the peoples of Africa.

· As a continental organization it focuses on the promotion of peace, security and stability on the continent as a prerequisite for the implementation of the development and integration agenda of the Union.
· To achieve greater unity and solidarity between the African countries and the peoples of Africa; 

· To defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of its Member States; 

· To accelerate the political and socio-economic integration of the continent; 
· To promote and defend African common positions on issues of interest to the continent and its peoples; 

· To encourage international cooperation, taking due account of the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

· To promote peace, security, and stability on the continent; 

· To promote democratic principles and institutions, popular participation and good governance; 

· To promote and protect human and peoples' rights in accordance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and other relevant human rights instruments; 

· To establish the necessary conditions which enable the continent to play its rightful role in the global economy and in international negotiations; 

· To promote sustainable development at the economic, social and cultural levels as well as the integration of African economies; 

· To promote co-operation in all fields of human activity to raise the living standards of African peoples; 

· To coordinate and harmonize the policies between the existing and future Regional Economic Communities for the gradual attainment of the objectives of the Union; 
· To advance the development of the continent by promoting research in all fields, in particular in science and technology; 

· To work with relevant international partners in the eradication of preventable diseases and the promotion of good health on the continent.

May 25th is Africa Day, the official day of the African Union. It is an opportunity to celebrate African diversity and success, and join Africans around the world in highlighting the cultural and social energy of the continent. 

Africa Day has been observed since 1963 as a way to express solidarity & freedom, & to highlight the dynamic cultural & social makeup of the various countries that compose the African continent. It is a day to reflect on the progress that has been made and to plan for the future. Friends of Africa International would like to take the opportunity to raise awareness about peace & security issues, the current global financial crisis and its implication for Africa & to promote support for its multi-faceted projects towards addressing these issues.

Africa Day is celebrated on 25th May every year in most states which are members of the African Union (AU), although the biggest displays are undoubtedly to be found in those where the population has the least freedom. It commemorates the founding of the Organization of African Unity in 1963, which became the African Union in July 2002 after amalgamating with the African Economic Community.

There are the few members of the AU: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon,  Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of the Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

The African Union has recently gained a higher profile internationally as a result of its peacekeeping activities in Darfur.

With these words I conclude thanking all of you once again & in particular to the Indo – African Chamber who has always been in forefront for organizing this mega event since last five years.
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